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AINT Paul, in this Chapter, diſcourſing at Large 
x concerning Spiritual Gifts, hat x, concerning thoſe 
2 miraculous Powers of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
were, in a plentiful. manner, beſtowed upon the Firſt 
Age of the Church ( not only to ſupply the Defect of 
more natural, and human Meaas of Planting Chriſtia- 
nity in the World, but alſo to be an Evidence of its 
Divine Original, and the Power of GOD accompanying 
it) ſhews, That the ſeveral Kinds of theſe Gifts were 
all from the ſame Holy Spirit: And though they were 
differently diſpos'd of, both as to the Kind of Gifts, and 
the Degrees of them, to different Perſons, yet they were 
all deſigned to the ſame great End, the common Edifi- 
cation of the Myſtical Body of CHRIST, which con- 
ſiſts of divers Members, as the Natural Body of a Man 
does; which though they have not all the ſame Office, 
but ſerve to different Purpoſes, yet all ought to have the 
ſame Care one for another: And as the ſeveral Mem- 
bers of the Natural Body all tend to the mutual De- 
2 1 3 its 


a £ 
- * 
* 


— 


ASknuox Preach at the 


ceacy, Service, and Aſſiſtance of each other, and of the 
whole, ſo the different Orders of Men in the Church, 
and thoſe that were aſſiſted with different Gifts and 
Powers of the Holy Ghoſt, as Apoſtles, Prophets, Teachers, 
Workers of Miracles, thoſe that had the Gifts of Healing 
Diſeaſes, or of Speaking divers kinds of Languages, or 
of Interpretation of Tongues, were all deſign'd by GOD, 
and furniſf'd with thefe Abilities, for the general Benefit 
of the whole, and whatever were the particular Mari- 
feſtations of the SPIRIT ves to «ny Man, they were given 
him to profit withal ; that is, to be beneficial to the Pub- 
lick according to his Capacity, 000» 
IT appears, by divers. Paſſages in this Epiſtle, that 
there were ſeveral Diviſions and Contentions among the 
Corinthians, upon Account of theſe Spiritual Git, as 
well as upon Account of the different Abilities of their 
Ch. xiv· s. Teachers, and ſome of them were puft up for one againit 
another ; and it ſeems probable, that che Gifc of Tongues 
was what they ſet a mighty Value upon, and deſpiſed 
others in compariſon of it, uſe rhe Apoſtſe ſets him- 
ſelf more earneſtly to correct this Miſtake, and to prefet 
Propheſying, and Interpretation, or Teathing Things intel 
idle far ore it; that ſo thoſe might not be diſcou- 
rag'd, who had receiv'd ſuch Gifts as made leſs outward 
Appearance; nor thoſe puft up, who had fach as made 
greater; ſince both were the Gifts of the ſame Spirit, 
dividing to every Man, ſeverally, according to His goo! 
Pleaſure, and fo tempering them, that all ſhould have 
their proper Uſe, and help ro make up the Perfection of 
the whole, as thoſe Members of the Body which ſerm to be 
more feeble, are neceſſary. ' 8 nth $ 4.21 907 S443 « Fr = 1 
BUT now, though all theſe Spiritral Gifts were in 
their ſeveral Kinds uſeful, and none of them to be de- 
ſpiſed, yet becauſe ſome were more exceſſent than other, ¶ "pon 
as tending more to Publick Edr̃fica tion, therefore, the 
Apoſtle adviſes rhem in the Text, to deſat, or corn 


ver. 7, 


— — —  — — — ——  . 
 Cathedral-Charch of St. PAULI. 7 
carne fiij thoſe that were Be#, not thoſe that made the 
greateſt Sew, but thoſe that were of the moſt uniuen 
{al Benefit to others, according as he afterwards directs 
them. For as much 44 ye are zealows of Spiritual Gifts, ch. xiv. 
ſeek that ye may excel to the Edifying of the Church. And 12. 


— 


_ - 


by this he leads them on to, purſue that which -was 
greater, and more excellent, than all theſe Gifts put to- 
gether, and without which, they would be all very in- 
ſignificant, and that is Charity; of which, he diſcourſes 
at Large in the next Chapter, to which the Words of 
the Text are an Introdu io. 
AND to make them ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion, 
let it be conſider'd, that although the tupernatural and 
miraculous Gifts, of which the Apoſtle here fpeaks, are. 
long ſince ceas'd in the Church, the Neceſſity of them + 
being ſuperſeded by the Opportunity of more natural. 
Means 3 et the Exhortation her e us'd, of Coueting Car. 
neitly the be# Gifts, may, very reaſonably, be wansfer'd- 
to that Care and Diligence, which we ought to uſe, in 
procuring thoſe more natural Abilities of edifying the 
Chriſtian Community, which now ſucceed.in the Raom. 
of thoſe Miraculous ones; and which may properly be 
termed Gi . og 


of GOD, as proceeding from thoſe En | 
ments of Mind, and Opportunities of improving them, 
which GO gives, and which, He deſigns, that we ſhould | 
employ to His Honour, and the Good of our Brethren, as 
much as if they were more miraculous. And among 
theſe, there are Two, which the Apoſtle alſo meations . 
in this Chapter, as being then more immediately.infus'd . 
by the Spirit ee e are ſill neceſſary, efpecially.. 
s ſuch as hold any Place of Authority, or Government 
© in the Church, which depend, partly 8 own na- 
Jural Abilities, aſſiſted by the Spirit of GOD, and partly 
won ſuch Learning, Experience, and Obſervation, as it 
in our. on Power, under the common Influence of the 


ame Spirit upan every honeſt Mind, to procure, and cul- 


La. 


"6 af SERMON Preachd at the 


tivate : Theſe are the Word of Wiſdom, and the Word of | 
| Kpowleage, one of which may denote Prudence and Dil. | 
cretion, in the Management of our ſelves, and our Affairs; 
the other, a large and comprehenſive Underſtanding o , 
the Nature of Things both natural and ſpiritual ; and C 
becauſe the procuring of theſe, and the like Qualificati- 1 
ons, at leaſt to ſome Degree, is more in our own Power, f 
therefore we ought to uſe the more Induſtry and Dili- { 
gence, about it. ETC 5 
The Text conſiſting of Two Parts; an Exhortation to Y 
be earneitly deſirous of the Be# Gifts, and a Propoſal of v 
ſomething far more excellent, which was deſign'd to be de- C 
ſcrib'd in the —_— Chapter, I ſhall, accordingly, * 
endeavour to ſpeak to theſe Two Things. * 
I. THAT it is the Duty of every Chriſtian, to be deſirous 
of Attaining ſuch Abilities, and careful of Improving © 
ſuch Advantages, as GOD has afforded him, of being of 
uſeful and beneficial to the Publick. at ” 
II. THAT above all theſe Gifts or Abilities, there is ons 5 
Thing far more excellent, and of more uni verſal Con- at 
cern 10 all Men, and that i CHARITY, or the Love to 
of our Neighbour, which every One ought to purſue, and lor 
without which, all other Attainments fignify nothing. the 
1. THAT it & the Daty of every Chriſtian, to be dtſtrous 2 
of Attaining ſuch Abilities, and tarefal of Improving ſuch WW Pla 
Advantages, as GOD has afforded him, of being uſeful and ma 
beneficial to the Publick, This is what may properly e- anc 
nough be imply'd, in covering earneitly the Beit Gifts «11 
And in ſpeaking to this Point, I ſhall not confine my cer 


ſelf barely to thoſe Attainments in Knowledge, 'whic 
uſually paſs under the Name of Learning, a good Mea 
{ure of which is of abſolute Neceſſity to ſome Profeſſions 
and of great Advantage to all that are of any Conſide 

| 3 . ration 
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ration, as this Audience is ready to teſtify, by their 
ſolemn Meeting together upon this Occaſion; nor ſhall 
I ſpeak to that particular Kind only, of edifying the 
Church, which is juſtly expected from ſuch as miniſter 
in Holy Things; 1 ſhall rather endeavour to ſpeak more 
generally, of all thoſe uſeful Improvements of rhe Mind, 
which have their Foundation in a liberal Education, and 
are cultivated by Care and Diligence, till they make a 
Man capable of being a beneficial Member of the Pub- 
lick, in a Way ſuited to his Genius, and becoming his Pro- 
feſſion, or Station in the World. And in this comprehen- 
ſive Senſe of covering the Beſt Gifts, T hope, we ſhall, moſt 
of. us, think our ſelves concern'd, ſince it is not an high 
Rank, or great Figure in the outward Appearance of the 
World, that we are here exhorted to follow after ; but a 
Capacity of doing the moſt Good we can, in the Station 
we are in; for, though the Apoſtle prefers ſome of the Gifts, 
which he mentions in this Chapter, before others, as being 
of more univerſal Benefit, yet he does not, thereby, de- 
ſign, that thoſe of leſs Value ſhould be deſpis'd, as unne- 
ceſſary; For the Eye cannot ſay to the Hand, I have no Need ver. 21. 
of thee; nor again, the Head to the Feet, I have no Need 
Jou. All the Members of the Body are neceſſary, in their 
proper Place, Aud, if they were al one Member, where were , _ 
the Body ? All cannot be Apoſtles, or Prophets, or Teach- © © 
ers, or Workers of Miracles, but yet, all may endeavour 
to excel in their proper Place: And he that excels in a 
low Station, is in Truth, a much more valuable Perſon, 
than he, that is plac'd in an higher, to which he is not 
Ezqual. So that Covet ing the beſt Gifts, does not imply, that 
every Man ſhould deſire, or importunately ſeek after 
Places of Authority, or Preheminence, tho? ſuch Places 
may afford the greateſt Opportunities. of doing Good, 
and excelling to the Publick Edification, when they are 
fill'd by ſuch as are.well qualify'd for them; but it 
certainly implies, that YO uſe all our Induſtry 


— 
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ro till that Station of Lite well, in which the Provi- 
dence of GOD has plac'd us, and as this Apoftle to 
Rom. xii. the Romans expreſſes it, Having Gifts different actord- 
6. ing to the Grace that is given to us, "whether ophecy, tet us 
proph) according to the Proportion of Faith; or Myniftry 
let us wait on our Miniſtring; or he thut teatheth, un Teach. 
ing; he that exhorteth, on Exhoriation, he that giveth, let 
him do it with Simplicity; ke that ruleth, with Diligence. 
Every different State, or Profeſſion, requires different 
Talents and Abilities, which a Man (ought to make 
himſelf Maſter of, when he enters upon it, that he 
may adorn it well, or elſe, he cannot reaſonably hope 
to receive any real Honour from it: That is the Ben 
Gift to every Man, which is fitteſt for him, and of 
which he can make the beſt Uf. © 

AND this Conſideration Thoutd be an Admonition 
to all Parents, and Others, Who have the Overfight 
of the different Parts, and Capacities of young Fer- 
ſons, to endeavour chiefly to improve them in fuch 
Kinds of Study, as their natural Genius beſt fits them 
for, and to direct them to ſuch Arts, and Profeffions, 
as their peculiar Talents give the greateſt Probability 
of excelling in; and they that have Underftanding to 
chooſe for themſelves would do well to confider, that 
ſuch a Calling, 'or Courſe of Life, will always be moſt 
for their Honour, which is beft proportion'd to their 
Abilities, to their natural, and acquir'd Endowments, 
tho? of it ſelf, it be not of rhe greateſt Dignity, for they 
will then be ſet in the moſt advantageous Light, when 
they give a Luſtre to the Place they pofſefs, by their 
Merit, and not when they are obſcur'd by the Splen- 
THERE is, indeed, in all Minds, that are not quite 
ſunk into Brutality, -a natural Deſire of Diftinckion, or 
of excelling in ſome Kind or other, which, if well 
employ'd, and duly cultivated, might produce __ 
wo dent 
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tent Fruits, and highly uſeful to Virtue and. Religion, © 


as well as to the Advantage, and Ornament of the 
Common Wealth; but the Miſchief is, that too many 
Men love to be diſtinguiſh'd by Priority of Place, and 
ſuch Poſts of Eminence, as ſhquld be the Reward of 
Virtue, rather than by ſuch Vistues and Endow ments, 
as ſhould fit them for thoſe: Places; and this frequently 
makes their Ambition troubleſome, and miſchievous 
to the Would, and very oſten diſhonoura blæ to them- 
ſelves; as making a greater Diſcovery of their Vices 
and Jmperſections, than a lower Station could have 
done: And they are taken Notice of, rather as Blemiſhes, 
than Ornaments, of the Publick ; and all the Value that 
is put upon them, is rather a Fear of their Power to 
do Miſchief, than a Reverence of their Power to do 
Good, which their Place might. give them; but they 
know not how: to uſe it. Whereas, if Mens, Ambition 
to excel, were well direQed, if they were, bent upon 
boy eminent in Virtue, aſpiring more aſter thoſe 
8 


Qualities, which might enable them to diſcharge 
their preſent Offices with Reputation to themiclyes, 
and Benefit v others, than after higher Places, which 
may prove above their Abilities, if they would buy thiak 
medeltly, and juſtly of themſelwes, and endxaveur to 
have vhaſe Virtues, which they would appear to have, 
they would then be uſeful Members of the  Commu- 
nity, the Publick would receive the Advantage, and 
themfelves the Credit of ſuck à viatuons, and luduble 
IT is not without good Reaſon, that St. Paul makes 
this Preface to the fore-mentian'! Advice, wherein: he 
recommended: to. every: Man: the. faithful Diſcharge of 


me, 10 every Man that is amang ous num ta think of himſelf 3+ 


ve highly bar he ought to tlunb; but 10: think ſobarly, 46- 


nn, Tait. 
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his particular Office, I ſax, threugh tha Grace gives «270 Rom. xi 
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Ver. 4,5. 


The beſt Way to excel in our ſeveral Stations, is, firſt 


Advancement in a fair, and honeſt Way, provided 


1 Tim. iii. 
Tz 


| for the Work, before he ſeek the Honour of it: And, 


his Abilities deſerve Promotion to a more Eminent 


the Providence of GOD opens a fair Way to it, 9 5 
OTE 3 3 | 5 e 


Faith. For as we have many Members in one Bod ly, and all 
Members have not the ſame Office : So we being man; are one j 
Body in CHRIST, and every one Members one of another, 


not to overvalue our own Worth ; but by Diligence, 
and eee, in our proper Callings, to make our ſelves 
uſeful Members of the Body to Which we belong, and 
conſequently, valuable to it in our Place, though it be of 
an ee Rank: This will give us a more laſting 
good Name, and make us appear brighter in the Eyes 
of all impartial Judges, than the higheſt Advance- 
ment, when it is beyond our Merit; for, our Deſerts 
will be better view'd, if they are above both our 
Station, and our own Opinion, than when they 
fall below it; and it is a much more honourable, and 
diſtinguiſhing Queſtion to be ask'd, concerning any 
Man, why he is not prefer'd, than why he is? Not 
that it is abſolutely unlawful, or inconſiſtent with a 
modeſt Opinion of a Man's ſelf, ever to ſeek any 


our firſt, and principal Care be to make our ſelves 
worthy of it, by doing Credit to a lower Station, 
and improving our ſelves in fuch worthy Qualities, 
as may fit us to do more Good in an higher. What 
St. Paul ſays of the Office of a Biſhop, may, in ſome 
Senſe, be adapted to all Kinds of Advancement, He 
that deſires it, deſires a good Work ; that is, a Matter of 
Buſineſs, and Labour, as well as of Credit, and Re- 
putation ; and therefore, he ought to be well qualify'd 


if together with the Teſtimony of his own Conſcience, 
that he ſincerely deſires the Benefit of others, he have 
the Approbation of ſuch, as are able to judge, that 


Office, he may, without Scruple, accept of it, when 


VC ² dd ae LES eG, 


to admire outward Pomp and Greatneſs, and to 
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he may then, with good Reaton, hope, char C5 
will bleſs his honeſt Endeavours in the Diſcharge of 
it. That Prayer of Solomon, upon his Advancement 


to the Throne of Iſrael, for an Underſtanding Heart, to 1 Kings 
judge the People, that he might diſcern between Good and 9: 


Bad, was highly pleaſing to GOD AL MIG HIT, 
and- procur'd for him, all thoſe external Advantages 
of Riches and Honour, and a large Dominion, which 
he had not petition'd for: And it we could be per- 
ſuaded to take the ſame Courſe, and make it our 
principal Study, and Prayer to GO D, that we may 


_ obtain Wiſdom, and Underſtanding, to conduct our 


ſelves aright, in that State of Life which He aſſigns 
us, we might ſafely leave the Aſſignment of it to 
His Providence. If together wich the earneſt Purſuit 
of that Wiſdom and Knowledge, which the ſame So- 
lomon ſo frequently recommends: to us, we would, al- 


ſo, take his Advice, of Traſting ts the Lord, with all prov. iii. 
our Heart, and not lean to our own Underſtanding; but in 5,6. 


all our Ways acknowledge Him, He would direct our 
Paths: And this would be the Way, ta find Favoar, 
and good Underſtanding in the Sight 60D aud Man. 
It it did not advance us to an high Place, it would, 
however, recommend us to the Love and Eſteem, 
both of GOD, and all good Men, which is a more 
valuable Promotion.. J AE fs 

I HAVE inſiſted on this, the rather, though it may 
ſeem a Digreſſion, becauſe it is but too common a 


Practice, for Men to overvalue their own: Merit, and 


to expect ſome —— Reward for ſuch Attain- 
ments, as more impartial Judges may have but a mean 
Opinion of; and to think themſelves neglected, when 
their unreaſonable Expectations are not anſwer'd. A- 
gain, ſome Mens Ambition has, perhaps, from their 
Infancy, taken a wrong Turn, and been taught — 4 
think 


them 


| r 


Err 


them the chief End. and. Y Yerfe&ion. of al all Virtue I 
good Qualities, as if the /kmprovemants. of the Mind 
were of' no Uſe, but to improve our Fortunes. And 
| becauſe that has been, ſometimes, propos d as a ſe- 
coadary Motive, to encourage their Induſtry, they in- 
conliderately look upon it as the chick, or it: may be, 
the only one. Now fuck Men having do true No- 
tion of what is excellent, can never be induc'd to 
purſue it ſteadily. Till Men are perſuaded, that Virtue 
1 ſelf is a deſirable Thing, even bahdra Sen from thoſe 
workdly Advantages, which ſometimes, follew it; and 
that 4 Mr and] Knowledge, and all uſeſul Accompli liſh- 
mepes of the are more ———— ſor their enabling 
us to exerciſe our Reaſon well, and qualifying us to 
do the greateſt Good t Others, than for thoſe out- 
ward Appendages of Profit or Honour, which they 
fomerime- procure us, they will never he zealous of 
attaining -the Beit Gifts ; Whereas, if we did prin- 
eipally conſider our ſelves, as Members of Society, 
borh Civil and Sacred, as we are Men, and as we 
are Chriſtians, . we ſhould find our fel ves oblig'd to 
ftady the Pubkick Benefit according to our Ca- 
paeiries, and conſsquently, to improve thoſe; Capaci- 
ries to the utmoſt, from. the dN both of 
Reaſon, and Religion. For, 
1. REASON teaches us, I hat as v were by Nature 
— for Society, and are without it rhe mold indigent, 
and helpleſs ef all Creatures, ſo our greateſt Fer- 
fection conſiſts in thoſe Qualities, which beft fit us for 
it. And he acts moſt up to the Dignity of his Nature, 
who does moſt for the common Heneſt of Mankind, 
and that this is alfo the Common Senſt of Mankind in 
all Nations, appears by this that they have generally 
done Honour to the Name and Memory of rank, as have 
been Eminent Inſtruments of Public Goad, either by 
firſt Forming them into Saag, and Ciui/ieing their 
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Members of cach other, to perſuade us 10 eee 
e We e, 
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büllr ; or by Vatear and God on ſecuring them 
from Dusger, and protscbing chem from ie; or 
by inventing and geaching U/ifud- Ares and Sores, 
whereby che Conveniomees of Life have bern improv 

For every Man reaps Benefit by theſe good Effocts of 
SoC1ET'y, and rhe very leaſt he can do in Requitel 
for it, i 10 rpreſs ſume Senſe io GtA,ν,ẽj‘eC 2dwands. 
the Inftrumenrwof ſuch Pobliok! Benefaction; but if 
Would reufog, as he ought to de, he would! think kim - 
{elf obliged to contribute uccording To his Power, co 
the Pablrck Benefit likewiſe; for with what Juſtice can 
he other wiſe olaim a Share in ir? An Uſeleſs Member, 
that contibotes.norhing; eicher to the Necefiny, : or Ot- 


onby to be cut off as an Excreſcence. 'This Confidera- 


nament of dhe Dody, as inder; no Meinber 3 but Ht: 


Publick, be aiways impHm⁰Uν,A bur Abilitics to the 
moſt Uieful Purpoſet. lutz ISH Ssd bog Abe od 
2. REIIGSTON mies alis Mutter yet ſubther, 
and by teaching us, That we are Members of à more 
Heavnly Sooiety, as Chraiigns; than what we were 
by Nature born wo, as Men, .enforces our Obligation to 
do all the Good v can, in anrfeverdl Stations, us living 
Members of the My ftical Body of: CHRIST, This is the 
main Deſign of this whole Chapter, of which my Text 
is the Conclufion, wherein aq the. Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of ſuch Gifts, as were then wid in a miraculous 
Way, yet the Directions given for the Uſing of them, 
are c n to fuch as are Gbtaimd by Education, 
Study, or Induſtry, ur any ther way; and thebe is ne 
3 frequent in all the Writing of our Apoſtle as 
this Argument, chat we are Members of CHRIST, and 
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16 A SRRMON Preachd at the , 
of almoſt every Vertue, and to the Improvement of 4 
every Grace. The Goſpel is ſo far ſrom ſetting us at t 
Liberty, as to the Improving, or Neglecting any Abji- C 
lity, or Opportunity put into our Hands for the com- vs 
mon Benefit, that on the contrary, it ſhews us, how D 
every Gift, Whether of Mind, or Body, or Fortune, or th 
Station in the World, is a Talent committed to our w 
Truſt, by GOD, to traffick withal, and to improve for 2 
the Publick Good, and that we ſhall be accountable T7 
for the Neglect of it, and ſhall. be reputed wicked Sel 

| Servants, if we return him not his own with Uſury. AL of 
Members, indeed, have not the ſame Office, every Man ſtir 

Eph. iv. having his proper Gift of GOD; But the Increaſe of the Ja: 
255 Body is made according to the effettual Working of every *. 


Part, it is compacted together by that which every Joint ſu 
plieth . es one is bound to ſupply er 
Rom. xii, Hence it is, that we are all forbidden to he florbful is 
Nin, Buſineſs, and enjoined to maintain Good Works for neceſ- 
: —— Uſes, that we be not unfruitful; that is, to have ſome 

honeſt Profeſſion, or Employment, whereby we may 

be uſeful, and beneficial to others. We are all to do . 

good according to our heſt Capacity, that We may adorn N 

the Doctrine of GOD our Saviour in all things. Whatſc- 

ever Things are creditable, and of good Report, if there 
be any Vertue, ar any Praiſe, we ſbouid think on ſuch Things, 
and ſtudy to excel in them. We are to Let our Light 
ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee our Good Works, and 
glorify our Father, which it in Heaven. To do good, is 

the great End, to which all our Abilities ſhould be di- 

refed. And this leads me to conſider, ' _ -* 


II. THE Second Part of my Text, which implies, 
That above all theſe Gifts and Abilities, there is one Thing 
far more Excellent, and of more Univerſal Concern to al 
Men, and that iu CHARITY, or the Love of our Neigh- 
bour; which every one ought to purſue, and without mo, 
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4 ur orber Attainment fi 260 nothing. The Nature ll | 
Excellency of it is at Large deſcribed 'in the following 
Chapter; and I ſhall not undertake, nor would the 
Time allow me, to ſpeak of all the ſeveral Properties 
and Acts of Charity: T am only at preſent to conſider 
the Thing in general, as it is the Great Principle of 
Chriſtian Life, The Ena of the Commandment, as St. Paul 1 Tim. i f. 
_ * _ is, 4 77 Ey b gn or 5 Evangelical 
rin e Bon 4 2%, and the Ful Z Col iii.1 

the 3 It is that Noble Inclination of l i 5 il. | 
which conſtantly diſpoſes us to Love our Nejghboar 4 

our ſelves ( the Hain of which St. James calls the Royal 
; Law) enlarging our'Good Will- 1. 5 all Narrow and 
Selfiſh — ene r pon our ſelves as only a Part 
0 of the whole, and not having any ſeparate Intereſts di- 
1 ſtin& from, much leſs contrary to the common Good, 
e making our ſelves really of that Body, whereof tlie 2 x Cor. i. 
bers ſbould beve the de, owe for another, an whethir *** 
oy one Member | ſuffer, all the Members faſfer with it; or one 
. Member be honcur'd, all the Members vejoise with-it. The 
* Excellency of this Graca, ot Vertué, above all Sn 
ſ- Endowments, of the Mind, whether natural, or we- 
1 Wl quired,, wall e eee Cotiliderarions.” 


1 

% 1. THAT the! Attaimnen iir & open to all Rente, 
72 and Profeſſions. of Mex; Jr 0 bn ws 82. iel BY 
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= THAT the Attainment af it is open to al Ranks, and 
Profeſſion: of Man. This may, indeed; at firſt ſeem no 
dreat Commendation of we Excellency, en "Tings 


being uſvally moſt valu'd, which feweſt are capable 
of Attaining. But in this Cate it is otherwiſe, for it 
being necellary tor all Men, and a Defect in it charge- 
able upon every one as a Crime, no Man muſt be ex- 
cluded from the Foſſibility of having it. If we conſider 
it as 4 Gift of the Spirit of GOD, t is ſuoh a Gift; as 
He will deny to none, that faithfully, and diligently 
ſeek it. Other Gifts, both Ordinary and e 
are diverſſy beſtow'd; to one this, and to another that, 
according to the good Pleaſure af the Donour; no one 
can enjoy all of them, nor iseit mEAHeſſary he ſhould, fo 
long as each Member oſ the Body has but What is proper 
for him, towards his - Share of the Common Edifica- 
tion. We are encourag'd to deſire the Bet Giſis, and 
to improve what; we, have, and it may be, h mot 
excellent May, evento procure theſe at the Hand of 
600; or however, to improve them is firſt to begin 
with the Purſuit of Charity; but whether we have more 
or leſs of theſe Gifts, this we muſt have if we be 
Chriſtians. Spiritual Gifts we may deſire, but Charity 
we-muſt;tfollow after. To love our Neighbours às our 
1elves, may, indeed, ſtem difficult to ſuch ast nſider 
themſelves ſeparately ; and to ariſe to Perfection in it, 
may at firſt have Difficulty enough to make it excellent, 
even in that ſenſe ; But to thoſe who only look upon 
themſelves; as Children of that Great Family; whereot 
GOD) ALMIGHTT, Who eareth for alllalike, is the 
Great Father and Governour; and as Members of that 
Body, whereof. CHRIST is the Head, this will ap- 
pear no unreaſonable Law, or Command ; but the beſt 
Bond that can be of ſuch an Holy Society + And the 
more Univerſal it is, the more will: its Excellency ap- 


3 I | ts : 0 | : 2 N | | r 
13 4 SER MON Pyeaehd at tbe 
b n 1 


9 


2 7 A „ oy id d u e dar BI a NG pt 3X OY 
WO CHARTTY: is of Univer(al | iflaence.in all Circum | 


{ances of Life. Whatever our Condition be, it teaches 
wr Ari. ö | 2 | | IE us 


Teng —  — —uUjÜœ—ç u öͤʃu— : 
ds how to behave our felves ic Ig as we ought, with 
regard 10 others. Ir is the beſt Foundation, not only 

of Inward Vertue and Innocence, but even of the 
Outward Ornament of them in reſpect of our Conver- 

fation with Men, DEcency' and Good Manners: And 

will, in many Cafes, ſupply the want of Education and - 
good Breeding; or to uſe the modern Phraſe, it will 
make a Man a more Compleat Gentleman, than all 
orher Accompliſhments without it. And thereſore, St. 

Paul deſcribes it, by the moſt lovely, and becomin 
Practice of all Social Vertues, of which it is the moſt 

ſure and. laſting Principle. Charity ſuffereth, long, and ic 
ind; Charity envyeth not, Charity vaunteth not it ſelf, 

not puffed. up, doth not behave it ſelf aunſeemly, ſeeketh 

not ber own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, re- 
joyceth not in Tniquity,; but rejoyceth in the Truth, beareth 
_ all Things, believeth all Things, bopeth all Things, endureth 

all Things. He that has this N how © 


4 


to demean himſelf in all Conditions. aig 


u makes all our other aint ail to wy which 
without it are nothing worth, as being neither of that 
Advantage to the World, nor that Benefit to our ſel ves. 

If Charity have not the Direction of our Gifts, they 
may prove a Miſchief, rather than a Good, both to 
our ſelves, and others. What St. Paul ſays of Kpow- 
edge, may be ſaid alſo of diyers other leſs, valuable 
Accompliſhments, that hey puff ub; and by that Means 
they draw Mea into a Snare, and do hurt; but Charity 
edifyeth , or makes them all uſeful to the Common 
Good. Riches, and Honour, and Power, and Learning, 
and Policy, and. Dexterity, 4, ohne, and Wit, and 
good Parts, and the like, may be Inſtruments. of great 
Miſchief, if they are ill-apply'd, and will make our 
Doom the heavier for the uadue Application of them. 
And even the molt. dite, or miraculous Gifts, how 


3 excellent 


20 A SEKMoN' Preachd at the 
excellent ſoever, though'they may by the Providence of 
GOD, become beneficial to others, yet without Chas 
rity, will in Concluſion profit thoſe nothing that poſſeſs 
them. Though I ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and of An- 
gels, and have not Charity, I. an become as ſounding Braſs, 
pr a thuckling Cymbal ; Though: I have the Gift of Pro- 
phtſy, and underſtand all Myſteries, and aff Knowledge 3 
and though] have all Faith, ſo that I could remove Moun- 
rains, and have no Charity, I am nothing; nay, though I 
beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and though I give my 
Bod) to be barned, and have not Charity, it pyofiteth me 
nothing. Theſe two laſt Particulars, of giving all our | 
Subſtance, and laying down our Lives, may be fome- 4 
times Inſtances of the moſt exalted Charity, and they by 
are in Scripture taken Notice of as ſuch, when done 

for Love of the Brethren; but yet the Apoſtle ſup- 
oſes, that they may be done upon other Principles 4 4 
parate from Charity, and then they are good for no- ( 
thing. Every 'Thing we do upon this Principle is ac- vt 
ceptable to GOD, and, without it nothing can be ſo. | 
i Pet. i. . And therefore, St. Prrer adds this after a Train of o- 
ther Vertues, as the Perfection of them afl; and St. 1 
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Paal recommends. it, as that which fhould have the m 

1 moſt general Influence in all our Actions, Let all yoar Wi 
| e Things be done with Charity. „ hh 0 . th 
4. THE lift Inſtance of its Excellence,” which 1 I 7. 

ſhall: mention, is, chat It never faileth; but will en. the 

dure when all other Gifts ceaſe, as being of no fur- we 

ther Uſe: Propheſies ſpall fail, as having received their im 
Accompliſhment. Tongees ſhall ceaſe, when there ſhall WI by 

be no-more Octaſion for different Languages. Knows Wl Lit 

ledge ſball vaniſh, any: That ſmall Knowledge, which WW the 

is only in Part, ſhall jbe aboliſh'd, by a IE a cho 

tinct, and extenſive View of Things. Even Fair, 8 war 


and Hope, will then have no Place ; but be chang'd 
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our Obligation to the Memory of thoſe, whoſe Care 
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8 into Sight, and Fruition. But Charity will then be 


in its greateſt Exaltation'; the —_— of which we 
{hall then be Members, will be all of one Heart, and 
of one Soul. And that which is the Perfection of all 
other Graces and Virtues in this Life, will be alſo 
the Perſection of our Happineſs in the next. The 
Love of our Brethren will give us an Intereſt in their 


Toys, and make us partake in every Degree of Glory, 


that ſhall be conferred on them for ever. 


ö T H vs 1 he endeavoured to ſhew, both how 


we are to cover earneftly the Beſt Gifts, and alſo how 
the Way of Charity is yet more excellent than all of 
them. 55 | 17 


Ip. WHAT I have further to add, | is, only very 


iefly to Apply the Deſign of my Diſcourſe to tlie 
preſent Purpoſe, in theſe rwo following Inferences. 


I. WE may from hence ſee, What Value we ought 
1% put upon: 4 good Education. We have not now thoſe 
miraculous Gifts, which the firſt Chriftians had; but 
we have ſomething in Lieu of them, which moſt of 


them wanted, and which they endeavoured to pro- 
cure, as foon as their Circumſtances would give them 
Leave, This is now one of the beft Gifts, next to 
the Divine Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of GO D, that 
we arc ordinarily capable of, as it is a Means of 
improving our natural Abilities to the - beſt Purpoſes, 
by laying a Foundation both of Rel and good 
Literature. And I hope, we are all here met toge- 


ther, with Hearts truly thankful to GOD, the Au- 


wards our Parents, or other Benefactors, who were 
Inſtruments in procuring it for us; and ſenſible of 
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we have learned, and ſo giving our ſelves to them, that 


Church and State, by encreaſing the Number of uſeful 


and Diligence adminiltred it to us. And bleſſed be 


GOD, through the Faithfulneſs of thac worthy Com- 
pany, to whoſe Truſt our Religious Founder com- 
mitted the Overſight of this Matter, there has not 
been wanting a Succeſſion of Men, well qualify*d 


to diſcharge this weighty Employment. And give 


Bleſſing will be beſt expreſt, by improving well up- 
on that Foundation which was laid in our Your 
and anſwering the Ends of our Education, by be- ! 
coming more [uſeful Members of the Publick, and 1 
doing Credit to our ſeveral Stations, by Integrity and f 
Diligence in our Calling, adding ſome Reputation to our 0 
particular Profeſſions: But chiefly, by ſtirring up, and "mM 
( 
a 


4 

| 

7 

: 

me Leave to remind you, that our Gratitude for this 
t 

| 

| 


cultivating thoſe Seeds of Piety and Virtue, which were 
ſowa in our tender Minds, Continuing in the Things which 


our Profiting may appear unto all, and may adorn our 
common Profeſſion, as Chriſtians. And the more to 
ſhew what Eſteem we put upon our own Happineſs, 
in having had an Uſeful and Virtuous Education, let 
us endeavour all we can to procure the like for O- 
thers. *Tis the beſt Gift we can beltow upon them, 
and moſt likely to do Good to the Publick, both in 


Members in both; and moſt for our own Honour, 
ſince it will make the Generations to come, riſe up, 
and call us Bleſſed. | 8 


II. FROM what has been ſaid, concerning the 
Excellency of CAR IT Y, we may. ſee the great End, 
to which we ought to direct all our Attainments, 
and what ought to be the moving Principle of all 
our Actions. Every Profeſſion, as it ſerves this great 
End, is uſeful, and that which advances it the moſt, 
is moſt excellent. Every Gift and. Eadowmeat, is to 
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be eſteemed by this Meaſure, and without this, all 
our other Gifts are nothing worth: Let it, therefore, 
be our chief Care, to improve daily in this Grace, 
till a Spirit of univerſal Love and good Will influ- 
ence all our Actions; that ſo, inſtead of that bitter 
Zeal and Contencion, for our ſeveral Parties and Fac- 
tions, which has almoſt eat up the Practice of Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity, a Zeal to do Good, and to 
! promote each Others Happineſs, may. revive amon 

us. And I am willing to hope, that ſuch publick 
friendly Aſſemblies as this, may, in ſome Meaſure, 
contribute to reconcile Mens Affections, ſoften their 


Tempers, and fweeten their Behaviour, towards each 


Other; may revive Ancient Friendſhips, and remove 
all Miſunderſtandings, which are too apt to deſtroy 
that Candour and Benignity, which Charity teaches 
us towards all Men. Let then, the only Provo- 


cation we give, be to provoke one another to Love 
and good Works ; and let every one pleaſe bis Neighbour 


for his Good, to Edification. 


— „ a a 


'TO Conclude, 


SINCE the Place of our EDucArTION, is ho- 
noured with the Name of. that Great Apoſtle, who 
in all his Writings, and eſpecially, throughout this 
whole Epiſtle, has amply deſcribed all the ſeveral 


Branches of this Grace, making it the Soul and 


Center of all Virtues, and who in his Life and Ac- 
tions, ſhewed the moſt ardent and unwearied Zeal, 


in practiſing all the Kinds and Inſtances of it, that 


any mortal Man ever did, Not ſeeking his own Pro- 
fit ; but the Profit of many, that they might be ſaved ; 


Cathedral Church of It. PauL. 23 | 
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Let this Conſideration, I beſeech you, Have = 
Influence upon us all, to be Fallowers ＋ him, as he, 
alſo, mas * CHRIS T. 


* « 


AND do Thou, o LOR D, who ha# 8 uc, 
that all our Doings without 5 a are na- 
thing worth, ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, our 

| ixto our Hearts, that. moſt bas Gi Gh 4 
Charity, the very Bond of Peace, and 0 
Vertues, without which, whoſoever liweth, 2 
counted dead before Thee; Grum this i for * 
Only Son PRONE CHRIS Ts Sake T3 
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